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f)urgess Falls State Natural Area

is located on the eastern edgc of the Highlancl Rim. The
main attractions are the four waterfalls on the l:a”ing Water
River and the overlooks roviding spectacular scenery.
The waterfalls begin near the main ParEing lot. There are a
varictg of waterfalls ranging from 16 ft l'ligh to a 20-foot
higl’l cascade of smaller waterfalls.  The Parl( is home to
over 300 species trees and plants and an abundance of
wildlife. Park visitors can visit the Native Buttemqg Garden
located acﬁacent tothe upper Parking ot.

Historical signhcicancc

The historg of Burgess Falls can be traced back over three
centuries.  Before European set‘tlement, Indians of the
Cherokee, Creek, and Chickasaw tribes shared this regjon
asa hun’cing grouncl. One of the first white settlers, Thomas
Burgess, received a land grant here in 179% as Pagment for
his service in the Rcvolutionarg War. By the late 1917}1 centu-
ry,a istmill and sawmill were in oPeration on the river here.
Forthe growin% lo ingancl Farmingcommunities, the f:a”ing
Water River played a key role by Provic!ing energy an
recreational op ortunities.Under protection as a State
Natural Area since 1973, visitors to<£ may crjog the same
sccnl'n'c sPlcnclor of Burgess Falls, casﬁiy seen from the River
Trail.

Picnic Pavilions and Playgrounds

The Park has 16 open sites with tablcs, gri”s, toilet facilities
and Iaggrounc] facilities. The Picnic Pavilion is caPablc of
Hancﬁin 80 coP|c. The Pavilion rccluircs reservations. Call
Park office for reservations for up to 12 months in advance.

Park Office
Park Office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p-m. central
standard time Mondag - Fridag, year round.

Fishin g

Fisl’ling is year-round. Most common are the large and
small mout! bass, brim, and carp. Most oPu|ar§ishing
sites are alongthc |al<c, below the dam and below the main
falls. Tennessee Fis]'xing license is recluirecl.

Hiking

The main ].5-mi|e rouncl-trip river trail takes you Past four
waterfalls on the T:a”ing Water River. The waterfalls are
20, 30, 80, and 136 feet in l'weight. The 1-mile Ridgc ToP
Trail is very scenic with views down the main canyon of the
Fa”ing Water River.

Planned Programs

Park staff offers year round interprctivc programs.
These programs are for adults and children. Curriculum
based programs are Provicled for schools and are offered
on and oft-site. Programs are also Providecl for Private
groups upon rcc]uest and avai|abilit3 of staff.
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